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a vast difference in their appearance, habits and customs.
The thirst for education had almost developed into a mania.
Europeanism had made rapid strides. Government
positions had often become the rewards of their industry,
thrift, reliability and honesty. They could fairly compare
with the best, most reliable and intelligent classes of
Christians in other lands.
While they were extremely friendly to The Salvation
Army, our methods were never intended to meet their
tastes any more than those of our English compatriots.
Moreover, they were all bound to their respective Missions
by the strongest ties of gratitude and affection, and felt
that they owed them what they could never repay for their
spiritual and social uplift They admired and praised
The Salvation Army for its self-sacrifice and Indianism,
but there was scarcely a corporal's guard amongst them
who were prepared to imitate the example of Weerasooriya,
and the isolated ones and twos had usually, like him, to
cut themselves adrift from their own homes and relatives.
Nor did we change our tactics to induce them to join
us. We feared lest their previous training ajid sur-
roundings might make them become rather a hindrance
than a help. We had, however, warm friends among them,
and not a few who owed to us the blessings of conversion
and sanctification, and they were always ready to help
us generously according to their means, and to advise us
in regard to the Southern field.
The introduction of the Policy of Parties at this time
placed at our disposal a considerable influx of European
Officers. Our friends thought, and we thought, that the
time had now come when we could make a definite attack
upon the many large cities in South India, which were
the veritable strongholds of Hinduism. Their mammoth
temples, often towering far above the palms, and
dominating the entire city and surrounding country, with
their myriad swarms of worshippers, seemed to offer a
worthy target at which we might aim. We should at least
be trespassing on no Missionary Society's domain. It was a
matter of common knowledge that, so far, these citadels of
castely power had successfully resisted all attacks of
Christian warfare.